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Those Good Old Days

NN My goodness, is 2011 a fait accompli already? Whew! | hope the speed with
| N T H I S which this next year passes will not result in a whiplash injury for any of us!

Likely not for me, since this year will find me officially entering the
E 8 8 '[u]‘ E hal |l owed haWwHer | ptarfito Wik mgselfdagk 6 those good old
days of yesteryearwhen a black telephone was accessorized with nothing

1 more than a rotary dial and a curly cord!
When a television set was the only
glazed overWhen a driver paid more attention to the road ahead than the cell

Those Good Old Dayg é é é ...

A New You in the New Year2e . 2. phone at hand! When a book was filled with pages of paper that had to be
turned in order to be read!
Castine News &Noteg é ... é .4 . 3 Okay, so ités not I ikely going to

trying to reconfigure her own little corner of the world, especially a corner
Nevie—50 Nohtat 054 being overwhel med by a digit

Communi t s evé . . _
- pixel, %yte or cell inadvertently invagleny atmosphere.

,,,,,,,

€ Enbtifiry But gridh! How does one even begin to make sense of an
i ncomprehensi ble vocabul ary thatos
Just for Ki dsééeéeé éndrds? Words sueh #&oogle kindle, ebooks, ereaderWi-Fi, roku, iPod,
iPad, iPhone, MP3, 3G, 4Gacebookdroids, and, oh yes, tweetlee and
Hal | el uj ah Hi ccru p sweetigdung! Good grief! L
Just for the record, | would like to acknowledge my refusal to participate in
How to submit .8rt irgéstgzghssaé/v.y c.:uletzug,)eéexcept, of courghe very bagst of essentials, my
_ ~ We who have eyes to see and ears to hear have found ourselves in
Ni bbl es & Nugg®Bt s eéséeeston ¢f a precious piece of knowledge the unsuspecting world around us
does not. We know that Godés Hand i
tututututu miraculous advances in this stillirgeoning field of technology; advances that
will incrementally continue until every necessary piece has fallen into place

for the world to witness, in the blink of an eye, the return of Our Savior, Jesus

Qui ps and Quot es

Christ!
fi F o r Lotd Himself will descend from heaven with a shout,
with the voice of an archangel , and with
1 Thessalonians 4:16
Just between you and me, | have no doubt this woidéwe b t hi ng may vyet prove its

| gjustlstick to pining away for those good old days of yesteryear!
Signed, a fellow traveler saved by grace



Pastor os

A New You in the New Year?

Christmas is over and the excesses that often come
with it are past. With the flip of the calendar we always
like to start the New Year thinking about the promise
and potential that it holds.

That desire doesnot
throughadvertising either. January traditionally has
always brought out sales of various types. For instance,
does the winter white sales that come in January reflect
our desire for @leanstart to the new year? Storage
containers are often marketed at tinise of the year as
well reflecting our desire to egutter our lives. Last
but not least theveight-loss programs appear desiring to
help you lop off those pounds gained from the
NovemberDecember binges.

Now one could take the ideas in the last geaph and
spiritualize each one as we lead into the New
Year . Who of wus has
create aleanheart within us? What about a
prayer to cast off the sil(tter) and the
baggageweight) that hinders us to run the
race that God has setfore us? Any of
those would be worthy of a newsletter theme
for the New Year.

| have chosen a verse from Ezekiel 36:26
to feature in this |
a new heart, and a new spirit | will put within
you. And | will remove the heart ofae from your
flesh and give you a heart
soften a heart that has grown crusty in recent years?
Forgiveness is most certainly the key to release hard,
bitter, and hurt feelings that may exist. But what can we
layer over op of forgiveness to take us to new heights
spiritually?

| am glad that you asked. | make no claim to have a
corner on the market but let me share a couple of things
that have ignited a passion or new heart in me if you
will. In addition to the hurts ahdisappointments that
come with life the reality is that life can be a bit of a
grind. l sndét that what
of Ecclesiastes? | believe that monotony coupled with
bitterness can yield a heart of stone. The same routine
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that can result in a bad attitude in the workplace can be
applied to our faith and we become stale.
Clarkeds Commentary states
whole of your infected nature; and give you new
appetites, new passions; or, at least, the old ones purified
and refined. o I n recent w
product s
| have never done much in the way of mentoring
outside of the ministry at Castine. Through one of our
Bible Studies, the Holy Spirit opened up an opportunity
for me to do just that with an unchurched person. In my
first meeting with the young man, | could feel my spirit
soaring within me as God was lining up this new
opportunity for ministry. The possibility for Kingdom
work in the area of mentoring is exoi@. That falls
under the heading of God
Clarke also states that God is in the business of
purifying and refining old or existing
padsions.G @Hared irPmy last sermon, but in
case | didnodét make t he
again. | lave heard or read Luke 2 literally
hundreds of times, yet when | used the text
in December, God just opened it up to me in
a powerful way. Readi
be routine if we allow it to become so and
our hearts of stone
i A n gbsab whétiit Is bayirth! Gofl in Wi® U
goodness to us is in the business of just
blowing up His Word if our hearts are open to him.
Pdstor GAngvhdt ar®you t\WhgaotsayW Dd you warlt
a new you in 2012? More importantly, does God want a
new you in 2012? Fget Madison Avenue and the
allure to try products. Instead, | challenge you to do two
things in the coming year. In fact, | dare you! First,
spend quality and quantity time in the word of God. It
will change your heart. Second, take a step of faith in
new direction with God®és
and possibly the life of another you encounter along the
way.
Have a blessed New Year!
omon wrote about
Z AFaith
reach
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is a knowl edge
of pr oof .d0Kahlil Gibran



CastineNews& Notes

Church Cancellation
Procedure

1 Anytime there is devel 3emergency there will

be no church services afhe Call Nowphone
calls will be made. You are advised to check
www.castinecob.org for thatest information.

1 Anytime there is devel 2emergency in effect

on Sunday morning as late as 7:00 a.m., the 8:00
a.m. service and Sunday school are
automatically cancelled. You are advised to
check www.castinecob.org or the radio station
WFCJ (93.7 FM}o hear if the 10:45 a.m.

service is cancelled. For any cancellations there
will be aOne Call Now phone call made.

9 For anyspecial servica Check

www.castinecob.org or tune to WFCJ (93.7
FM).There will be @One Call Nowphone call
made.

i Before inclement weather or some other

emergency requires a service closure, please
make yourself aware of www.castinecob.org. If
you do not receiv®ne Call Nowmessages and
would like to be added to the roster, please
contact the church office 789945

1 Any questions about this policy should be

directed to the church office during normal
business hourddonday through Friday, 9 a.m.
T5p.m.

Hand in Hand resumes on
January 11!

After asevenweek breakHand in Handresumes
again onWednesday, Januaryll, with a meal at 6:00
p.m. followed by classes for all ages at 6:30 p.m.

The following are classes for adulkdospice will
share thesupport serieshs | Sufferthatwill explore the
following topics:

E

E

mh

mh

Week 1: What is suffering? What does suffering
mean to you? Does God know you are suffering?
Week 2: How does suffering feel? Emptiness,
pain, hurt, anger, resentment, confusion, relief,
gui |t f eGamGod take it? Dees God
care?

Week 3: Why do we suffelhy God? Why must

| suffer?

Week 4:Suffering and Blessinga®hat good can
come from my suffering?

E Week 5: Hope IndhisfinalMeek | i ng
we will explore Godds pr
cling to hope, and let us pray for healing.

We would like to keep this class small so we can talk
andshare freelylF you are interested in attending this
class, please call the church office at-®885 as the
class size is limited.

Divorce and Remarriageaught by Pastor Greand
Me n 6 s F fadlitated by Daug/McAllister
continues an€hris and Vickie Hicks will team with
Roger and Toni Shellabarger to te@&td is Closer
Than You ThinkThe womends cl ass wi
Jonahi Navigating a Life Interruptety Priscilla
Shirer.

Hope to see you there!

CSM Mission Fundraiser Lunch
on January 15

Join the Jr. and Sr. High for lunch in the Life Center
on Sunday, January 15 to raise support for their 2012
missions. They will be serving beef manhattébread
with mashed potatoes, roast beef, and
gravy) with green beans, salad, and i
dessert. All net proceeds go directly into ﬂ (
the student@individual accounts for CSMIFUNG
support of the missions. The Jr. High will ‘
be going to Greenwood Lake Camp in Delaware Ohio,
and the Sr. High will be heading to Pass Creek &hur
of God in Allen, SD.

Bless Ministry Event
scheduled for January 17

Bless Ministryis planninga noon meal with
fellowship and perhaps a movie danuary 17 at 11:30
weather permittingMore details will be released as they
come available.

Dinner and a Movie Night
planned for January 20

Point Mends Ministry i s sy
that includes Dinner and a Movie on Friddgnuary
20, at 6:30. After a good meal we will enjoy
the movieGrace Card Please RSVP to the @I@
church office a678-9945. A free will
offering will be taken to cover the cost of

food. "[N”H

GUIG



Mark your calendars for Israelites conquer their adversary and pro§pemtil

they start doing fAwhat is
February 12! all over again.
Make sure that you mark your calendars to set aside _ 5
the date ofFebruary 12. That is the date for the Who wasnotone of these judges

Valentings Dinner hosted by the Jr. and Bigh
students. This is a wonderful evening for couples or A. Deborah
dinner with friends. If you enjoy soft music, good food, B. Ehud

and wonderful atmosghr e, you wonot wanFS o miss it.
D. Shamgar

All you have to provide is the conversation. All the net W

proceeds from the evening gmsupport the students on .

their 2012 mission trips. Reservation forms for the Answer: See Judges 3.

evening, along with the dinner menu, will be distributed ) ) .

mid-January. Determining God?d
Someti mes wedbre in a quanc

Ladies, wish you were at the beach? our lives. For example, one young man felt led to enter

. . . the forestry service because God needs people to protect
Longing fa a time to slow down and bagkthe and care for his creation.

war mt h présenGa® dot &b Seaide Escapea The man worked in a forest for six months and was

beach_theme_:detreat,wh ere youd 0l .I €xp efés&in%tgdcbﬁ atureds beauty. But
meaningfulBible study and worship, connect with other lonely. Only as he worshiped with others on Sundays did

|
womenand pIen'Fy of laughter! _ he feel at ease. When the man enrolled in a seminary, he
Women you will alsodraw closeto God duringhe i mmedi ately found his comf.

personal time of reflection andayer, make a difference minister and loves serving God through the church.
through a on®f-a-kind service project and come to Godoés will is evident when
truly understand the meaning of Psalm 46Bz still, in our vocation. Thatoés wh.
and know that | am God. 0 as we serve him.

So step out for a day at the bea8haSide Escaps Reprinted with permission

The Newsletter Newsletter

being held at Castine Life Center blarch 10, 2012,

from 8 a.m-4 p.m.The cost of the retreat is $25 per
person. This includes all materials used and lunch. If you
want more information, please contact any member of
the Sisters of the Vine Team: Barbara Denlinger, Clara
Jo Farmer, Sharon Fers, Nina French, Stephanie
McConachie or Jill Rauscher. We look forward (=

to seeing you at thieeach Ha =8

| &
.y,

Special A nniversaries

This month the following couples will %
celebrate special anniversaries:
Robert & Joyce Colvillé January 11 ?6\
(53 years) @
Don & Louise Dewi January 25
(54 years)
Congratul ations and Godé6s !
Bible Quiz
In the book of Judges, a cycle is repeated many times:
The Israelites do fAwhat is vil in the sight of the¢e I

God hands them over to an enemy natibay cry out to
the Lord and he appoints a judge, or political/military
|l eader, for them. Under the judgeds | eadership, the



Community News & Notes

Thank you! step process. The first phase begins January 2012 and
involves several opportunities to gather and give input.
Plan to attend whichever is convenient for you.
Dates and Lod#ns:

U January 8, 201P 2-4 p.m. at Happy Corner

We thank all who made donations to the Castine Area
Food Bank over both holidaysThanksgiving and
Christmas. At Thanksgiving we helped 55 families and

at Christmadime 61 families received items for a Church of the Brethren
Christmas meal. _ U January 22, 2012 2-4 p.m. at Troy Church of
The Castine Area Food Bank serves the community all the Brethren

year long and is able to do these
extra times thanks to your
generosity. You may bring items
for the Food Bank to the church
and place them in the container
mar ked AFood B4
located under the eprack in
the south hallway in the worship
center.

FOOD BANK U February 12, 2012 2-4 p.m. at Oakland Church
of the Brethren

Southern Ohio District News

IS Mark these upcoming Distrié@vents on your
calendar:
U Shoes of a Fishermaii March 17, 2012at West
Charleston ChurclThis event is designed for

We also have a ministry called folks who may be considerirgpt aparministry.
One Ministry This ministry invites every person to get U Deacon Trainingis March 24, 2012at West
involved. Charleston Church
ONE person can make all the difference in the world for i A Fundraiser is being helcbn March 31, 2012at

ONE other person. The idea is simple: ONE person. Woodland Altars This 5K run/walkiollowed by a

ONE item. ONE life made better. hog roast lunch and corn hole tournangigports

Here's how it works. We have designated one Outdoor Ministries.
shopping item for every month of the year. All items are
thengiven to theCastine Area Food Bank 2012 Menos Retr e
2012 List:
January 1 Chili soup ingredient (i.e.: canned kidney Woodland Altars
beans, canned chili beans, canned tomatoesanned This year 6 s PRdwuarg 57-1Ret r e«
tomato sauce) The deadline for registration January 17. You
February i Box of crackers can download a registration from the website:
March i Canned soup or broth www.outdoorministries.org.
April T Canned fruit
May i Canned meat Christian Symbols
Juneu'l' Kool-aid or frui.tjuice . ~ Ecce Agnus Deji ~
July 7 Pastas (spagdtti, noodles, macaroni, etc.)
Augusti Spaghetti sauce Latin for ABehol , Lar
Septemberi Cereal :hi_s istthe pt:rasSJJohn tthe ?r?ptis(tJusr]ed

. wice topoint out Jesus to others (John
(N)gtl(?ebn?tr):er?ulzglz[u 1:2_9,_36)._It mar ks s 06
) (manifestation, revelation) as the

Decemberi Peanut butter Anointed One (Christ, Messiah).

Reprinted with permission

OutdOOI‘ MInIStl’IeS LIStenIng The Newsletter Newsletter

Meetings planned o _ _ _
) ~ _ Z llove all beginnings, despite their anxioushess and
This yearés Southern Ohio D{hérhﬁcért&ittyc.:%”ference

initiated a yeatong timeof conversation concerning 8 Rainer Maria Rilke
Outdoor Ministries within our district. This is a three



Quips and Quotes

A New Year 0s

May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;
Not by making youpath easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasia
But by showing you when people and their causes
need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
Godods | ove, peace,
for the year ahead.

0 Author unknown
Reprinted with permissiofhe Newsletter Newsletter

Lessis m ore

What if we took our lengthy lists of changes we want
to make in the new year and narrowed them déwn
way down? Rather than making a half dozen or more

commi t ments that
Hsékﬁve keep, how about zeroing in on a single
‘ word that captures the essemtevhat
PERS E VE R E. we want to achieve or become?
North Carolina pastor Mike
Ashcraft encouraged church members to each find one
word that points to or describes a characteristic or vision
they wanted to achieve in the year ahead. The
experiment turned into a movemt, with ideas and
testimonials available at myoneword.org.

What would your onavord resolution be?
Reprinted with permission The Newsletter Newsletter

What not to take into
the new year

U Selfhelpbook®d Tr ust i n
to him as a last resort. (See Proverbs@3)5

U Tapemeasurd Consi der only
standards; donot
people. (See Luke 18™.)

U Rearview mirro® D o nligetin the past.
Youol | mi ss out on
life now. (See Philippians 3:1P4.)

0 Gaveld Stop wasting time judging others.
Instead, pray for them, help them and team with
them. (See Luke 6:338.)

Bl e

hope

God f4

compa

& Lif t0 Dondt be owepiritudlly ca
S ’F;e?’eﬁgperienced Jesus in a real way because he

dared to step out of the boat. (See Matthew
14:2233.)

0 Garagedooropened We t hi nk weodr e
networked but often isolate ourselves. God
intended for us to live in community with one
another. (Seelebrews 10:225.)

0 Handcuffsd Dondét of fer
you candét help out.
throughd and despit® us. Just follow him,
with no excuses. (See Mark 6:38.)

0 Gregg McCaslin

Reprinted with permissiofihe Newsletter Newster

exXcus ¢
God

and

New! Mercies

Everyone seems to have at least one resolution that
seems impossible to keep. And that can become very
discouraging.

The prophet Jeremiah, who had his own reasons to feel
down, wr ot e, fThe steadf as:
ceases, himercies never come to an end; they are new

every morning; g9great is yol
32223, NRSV)

we 0(503 restQs to gK/e ub &n ud. When we lose hope,
when we fail and fall short, his mercy never runs out.
Tomorrow is full of promiseandou Lor ddés unc

love. Reprinted with permission The Newsletter Newsletter

Living above the weather

Have you ever boarded an airplane in a snowstorm?
The sky is gray with heavy clouds. Snow is coming
down hard, with no sign of letting up. Plows clear the
runway and unfamiliar machinery -iges the wings.
Passengers might consider it madness to fly ih suc
weather.

But the pilot knows the storm is earthbound. Past the
clouds is glorious sunshine. The plane can
fIy above the weather, if only it can get
oﬁ] tHe! groun n

When troubles overtake us like a

storm we won{j [ in the midst of
ﬁﬁé Jarknes 654 'stil &afes or if he

is even there at all. But if we believe

that, God, like the sun, is unchanged in

what gogd%%ather and n%ad "We cah lnde i olitFor storms

are earthbound, but we are doKari Myers
Reprinted with permissiofihe Newsletter Newsletter



Just for Kids!

Hallelujah Hiccups
From the Kirchner Family

We have a Sunday afternoon tradition in which our children share what they have learned in SundgysEblooocs
before. After receiving tylearamdwerEtilandomotnyk rmeswde df rtc
anything today?o

Ethan replied in exasperation, fAO0Of course | | earned

During Childrem 6s Chur ch one Sunday Tony was talking about t
many different languages, but in the United States there is only one.

To make his point he then asked the ¢l ass, AWho can
Kateyn@ nway quickly replied, AOne Mississippi, two Mis



