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Welcome to our new Welcome to our new Welcome to our new Welcome to our new 
adventureadventureadventureadventure    

 Greetings from the 
Sisters of the Vine Team! 
We are beginning a new 
adventure through the 

publishing of a 
quarterly newsletter 
designed just for 
women. Now don’t be 
taken aback by the 

name of the newsletter, it 
is most definitely not a 
gossip column! We just 
wanted something that 
would catch your attention 
and go along with the 
Sisters of the Vine and our 
scripture, John 5:15: “I am 
the vine, you are the 
branches, if a man remains 
in me and I in him, he will 
bear much fruit apart from 
me you can do nothing” 
 This newsletter will have 
stories and articles that will 
encourage you and inspire 
you. We will also share 
news of any upcoming 
women’s events that might 
be of interest to you. 
 So grab yourself a cup of 
coffee, tea, or hot 

chocolate and sit in your 
favorite chair and enjoy 
reading this first edition! 
Sisters of the Vine Team 
 

Women’s Safety and Women’s Safety and Women’s Safety and Women’s Safety and 
SelfSelfSelfSelf----DefensDefensDefensDefense Ministry e Ministry e Ministry e Ministry 

offeredofferedofferedoffered    
 Castine Church, in 
partnership with Protecting 
His Gifts, is hosting a 
women’s clinic on safety 
and self-defense on April 
2, 9 and 16 from 6:30-
7:30 p.m. Participants 
learn through hands-on 
practice of newly 
developed skills that 
include ground defense 
and special escape 
techniques. Protecting His 
Gifts empowers women by 
providing them with ways 
to recognize and then 
avoid or escape potentially  
dangerous situations. 
 Registration is available 
online or you can call the 
church office at 678-9945.  
To get more information  
on Protecting His Gifts 
visit their website at 
www.ProtectingHisGifts.org. 

Women’s Retreat Women’s Retreat Women’s Retreat Women’s Retreat 
rescheduledrescheduledrescheduledrescheduled    

 The annual Women’s 
Retreat that was to be held 
on March 7 & 8 at the 
Golden Eagle Christian 
Center in Palestine, Ohio, 
was postponed because of 
a winter snow storm. 
 We are still going to 

offer a break from 
your hectic 
schedules! The 
Women’s Retreat 

has been rescheduled 
for April 25 & 26 and is 
being held at the Castine 
Church of the Brethren 
Life Center. It is possible 
for more women may 
attend, so contact Roberta 
Brown at 692-5980 to 
register for the retreat. 
 If you wish to spend the 
night, that is possible, 
however you will need to 
bring your own sleeping 
bag, pillow, air 
mattress or cot. You 
will also need to 
bring your own towel 
and washcloth. The cost of 
the retreat will be 



readjusted and will be 
announced soon. For those 
who have already paid and 
will attend, there will be a 
price adjustment and any 
refund will be made 
following the retreat.  For 
those who cannot attend 
and would like a refund, 
please contact Roberta. 
 The guest speaker, Sandy 
Finkbine, will share on the 
theme of Learning from 
the Seasons of Life.  
 

Women of Faith Women of Faith Women of Faith Women of Faith 
Conferences being heldConferences being heldConferences being heldConferences being held    

 Relax! Join other 
Women of Faith and 
find out why you can 
stop trying so hard. 
 There are several 
dates and locations to 
choose from for this year’s 
Women of Faith 
Conference – three of 
which are in our area. The 
first one is April 25-26 at 
the Nationwide Arena in 
Columbus, Ohio; the 
second is July 18 & 19 at 
Quick Loans Arena in 
Cleveland, Ohio; and the 
third is August 1 & 2 at 
Conseco Field-house in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. 
 Their website is 
www.womenoffaith.com. 
There you will find pricing 
information, who the guest 
speakers are, and much, 
much more! Perhaps you’d 
like to get a group together 
to go to one of the 

conferences as they do 
have group rates. 
 Go and see what it can 
mean to rest in God’s 
amazing, unequaled 
Infinite Grace.  
 

Kept WomanKept WomanKept WomanKept Woman    
 I am a KEPT Woman. 
You see, there were a few 
times when I thought I 
would lose my mind, but 
God KEPT me sane (Isaiah 
26:3). There were times 
when I thought I could no 
longer move, but the Lord 
KEPT me moving 
(Genesis 28:15). At times 

I’ve wanted to 
lash out at those 
whom I felt had 
me wrong, but the 

Lord KEPT my mouth shut 
(Psalms 13). 
 Sometimes I think the 
money just isn’t enough, 
but God has helped me to 
KEEP the lights on, the 
water on, the car paid, the 
house paid, etc. (Matthew 
6:25-24). When I thought I 
would fall, He KEPT me 
up. When I thought I was 
weak, He KEPT me strong     
(1 Peter 5:7; Matthew 
11:28-30). I could go on 
and on and on, but I’m 
sure you have experienced 
this! Praise the Lord! I’m 
blessed to be KEPT! Are 
you; or do you know a 
KEPT Woman? 
  Author Unknown 
 

With Easter still fresh on 
our minds and hearts, here 
is an article worth 
reading: 
 

The Women of The Women of The Women of The Women of 
EasterEasterEasterEaster    

 By Darla Knoth 
 We as American women 
enjoy privileges as a part 
of today’s society that the 
women of Easter could 
only dream of. Yet, as we 
study those biblical women 
we see a strength that we 
can learn from today. 
 First, the women of 
Easter were strong at the 
scene of the Cross. Mark 
records this: “Some 
women were watching 
from a distance. Among 
them were Mary 
Magdalene, Mary the 
mother of James the 
younger and of Joses, and 
Salome. In Galilee these 
women had followed him 
and cared for his 
needs. Many other 
women who had 
come up with him 
to Jerusalem were 
also there” (Mark 
15:40). We know from 
historical accounts that 
crucifixions were gory, 
gruesome scenes. These 
women stayed through the 
violence because they 
cared for Jesus. 
 These same women must 
have followed at a distance 
when Joseph of Arimathea 

carried the body of Jesus to 
the tomb, because again 
Mark records, “Mary 
Magdalene and Mary the 
mother of Joses saw where 
he was laid” (Mark 15:47). 



 Matthew also took note 
that these women were 
present throughout the 
ordeal of Jesus’ death and 
burial. Jewish custom 
forbade handling dead 
bodies on the Sabbath. 
Jesus’ death during a 
Sabbath celebration 
made it necessary to 
put off embalming 
and preparing His 
body for proper burial. 
The same women who 
were present at the 
crucifixion and burial, the 
women of Easter, were the 
ones who prepared for a 
proper burial for Jesus as 
soon as the Sabbath was 
over.  
 Very early, “at dawn on 
the first day, “Mark says 
(28:1), these same strong 
women, although they had 
been through the worst 
ordeal of their lives, got up 
to take spices and 
ointments to the tomb. And 
that’s where we see that 
God trusted these women 
with the most important 
message the world would 
ever know. 
 When the women arrived 
at the tomb, Mark records 
what happened. “There 
was a violent earthquake, 
for an angel of the Lord 
came down from heaven 
and, going to the tomb, 
rolled back the stone and 
sat on it. His appearance 
was like lightning, and his 
clothes were white as 
snow. The guards were so 
afraid of him that they 
shook and became like 
dead men. The angel said 
to the women, ‘Do not be 
afraid, for I know that you 
are looking for Jesus, who 

was crucified. He is not 
here; he has risen, just as 
he said. Come and see the 
place where he lay. Then 
go quickly and tell his 
disciples: ‘He has risen 
from the dead….’” 

 The men were so 
afraid of the angel that 
they “became like 
dead men,” but these 
women were strong 

enough to be entrusted to 
take the message of Jesus’ 
Resurrection back to the 
disciples. Author Lee 
Strobel in a Beliefnet Web 
interview says, “Women in 
first-century Jewish culture 
were not given credibility 
in a court of law; their 
testimony was not 
considered reliable, So why 
[do the Gospel writers] say 
that women discovered the 
tomb empty even though it 
hurts their case in the view 
of their audience? I believe 
it’s because they were 
trying to accurately record 
what actually took place.” 
 The women of Easter 
showed their strength by 
using their faith in Jesus to 
lead them through that 
eventful week. Theologian 
Tim Beattie says, “In the 
Gospels we don’t hear 
about what women did in 
terms of marriage and 
motherhood; we hear about 
them as disciples.”  
 What about you? Are 
you a twenty-first century 
woman who can be trusted 
with the Gospel message? 
Are you overcome by fear 
today, or are you showing 
your strength as a disciple 
of Jesus? This Easter, 
celebrate the risen Lord by 

committing to serve Him 
with your all. 
 
This article first appeared on 
www.LeadersUnlimited.ag.org 
Used by permission. 
 

“We are told that Christ 

was killed for us, that His 

death has washed out our 

sins, and that by dying He 

disabled death itself. ... 

That is Christianity. That is 

what has to be believed."  

C.S. Lewis,  
Mere Christianity  

 

QuotesQuotesQuotesQuotes    
 Deny your weakness, and 
you will never realize God's 
strength in you.  
 One of the most wonderful 
things about knowing God is 
that there's always so much 
more to know, so much more 
to discover. Just when we 
least expect it, He intrudes 
into our neat and tidy notions 
about who He is and how He 
works. 
  Joni Eareckson Toda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 We hope that you enjoyed 
this issue of The Grapevine. 
If you would like to submit 
any articles for future 
editions, whether they are 
informational or 
inspirational; please submit 
them to Sharon Fellers by 
email at 
boshky@embarqmail.com.  
Castine Church of the Brethren 
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Jesus said to her, "I am the resurrection and the life; he 
who believes in Me will live even if he dies, and 
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die. Do 
you believe this?" She said to Him, "Yes, Lord; I have 
believed that You are the Christ, the Son of God, even He 
who comes into the world." - John 11:25-27  
 


