Eternal Punishment According to Mark, Luke and John
Resources: Hell on Trial: The Case for Eternal Blumient, chapter four.

The chart below displays the New Testament’'s uségésvva.

Matthew| |7
Mark | |3
Luke |
James [ 1
1 2 3 4 5 6 7

1. Like Matthew, the other gospels speak abdatve asan eternal place

1.1.Mark 9:42-48: But whoever causes one of these little ones vdtie\e in Me to stumble, it would be
better for him if a millstone were hung around ek, and he were thrown into the sea. 43 If your
hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is betteryiou to enter into life maimed, rather than haviwg
hands, to go tgéevva, into thefire that shall never be quenched- 44 wheréTheir worm does not
die and thdfire is not quenched 45 And if your foot causes you to sin, cuifit It is better for you
to enter life lame, rather than having two feeth¢ocast intgéevva , into thefire that shall never be
quenched-- 46 where 'Theworm does not die and the fire is not quenched 47 And if your eye
causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is better fouyo enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rathan
having two eyes, to be cast int&vva fire -- 48 where "Theworm does not die and the fire is not
quenched'

1.1.1. The NU omits the end of v. 45 and all of v. 46.
1.1.2. Mark repeats the phrases “fire not quenched” anatfiwnot dying.”

1.1.2.1.TheThree possible interpretations of the worm which neer dies call for special
consideration 1. The worm constantly receives fresh food fromlhodies of dead
apostates brought there. But the author can haelhssuming that there would
forever be apostates in Jerusalem. 2. The worrs doiedie until it has completed its
work and the bones as well as the flesh of the deadonsumed, so that all hope of
restoration to life is extinguished. The expressiars denotes total destruction. 3. The
worm describes a process of unending bodily coiwapthich the soul of the dead
person experiences as pain, cf. Is. 50:h&yn place of torment. In the NT the word
occurs only in Mk. 9:[44, 46,] 48 in a quotationfn Is. 66:24, though a present is used
instead of the LXX futurelimov [ okdAng alltllv o[l tekevtl]l. The quotation goes
with yéevva and is designed to characterize eschatologézabae. Since we find in
contemporary Judaism both the idea of the annibiaif the damned and also that of
their unceasing punishment, both interpretatioegpassible here, too, according to the
wording. Exegetes refer the non-dying of the woitinee to full destruction, the
definitive loss of life, or to unremitting corrupti, eternal torment. In view of! zllp
T[] [JoPeotov in v. 43 the latter interpretation is to be preder There is no suggestion
that the worm and fire are to be related separadedpul and body along the line of
gnawings of conscience and physical pain. In tts iinstance both terms describe the




destruction of corpses and they are then useddiiyety for the punishment gfsvva
which affects the whole mahn.

1.1.3. The usage of “worm not dying” along with “fire ngienched” would indicate Jesus intended
His readers to understand @ternal existence and not annihilationism

1.2.Luke 12:4-5:

1.2.1. "And I say to you, My friends, do not be afraidtbbse who kill the body, and after that have
no more that they can do. 5 But I will show youowhyou should fear: Fear Him who, after
He has killed, has power to cast intavva; yes, | say to you, fear Him!

1.2.1.1.Luke clearly teaches life after this life.
1.2.1.2.Luke implies thayéevva is something to be avoided.

2. Luke 16:19-31 describes in general the afterlife

2.1.First,yéevva is not used by Luke in these verses.
2.1.1. Jesus told the story using the word “Hades” instead

2.1.1.1. Hades is best understood as the intermediatelstateeen death and the final place for
saints and sinners.

2.1.1.1.1.Revelation 20:13-14 helps explain the role of Haddhe New Testament.

2.2.Because Luke uses “Hades” and pidvva andmany of the points are unfounded biblically it is
best not to press the details too far regardinditiae state of the wicked.

2.2.1. Itwould seem strange to presume them@ager in heaven(prayer to father Abraham,
representing God).

2.2.2. Likewise, we cannot say that those in hell wik those in heavethat all poompeople are
savedthat people wiltravel between heaven and helland thatAbraham will speak for God
in the afterlife.

2.3.Since it is unbiblical to teach each point of Jeseeching, it is best to use this teaching to ussc
general points about the afterlife

2.3.1. There is alear separationbetween those who follow God and those who dandtthe two
will never meet.
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2.3.2. There isconscience existencmllowing death.

2.3.3. For the Christians there iscanscience existence with Goinmediately following death.

2.3.4. One's decisions in this life determine the finatstin the next life, without ampportunity to
change one’s decisionsThe rich man stresses that his brothers needka tfeir decision in
this life with the implication the next will be tdate.

2.3.5. TheBible contains all the information one needso sufficiently prepare for the next life.

2.3.5.1.Even someoneoming back from the dead will not persuade a determined heart against
Jesus.

2.3.5.1.1. The chief priests wanted to kilezarus rather than believe in Jesus who raised him
from the dead, John 12:10.

2.3.5.1.2. Jesus returnedfrom the dead and criticized His followers for aatepting the
Bible to guide them. In other words, the message fthe afterlife is believe the
Bible, Luke 24:25-26.

2.3.5.1.3. The Bible does not indicate thaing Saul repented of His rebellion against God
when Samuel visited him from the dead, 1 Samud-23%:

3. Luke teaches thatevva will havedegrees of suffering

3.1

3.2.

.Luke 10:13-15 "Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! Féine mighty works which were

done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, treyldvhave repented long ago, sitting in sackcloth
and ashes. 14 But it will be more tolerable forélgnd Sidon at the judgment than for you.

Luke 12:42-48 42 And the Lord said, "Who then is that faithémd wise steward, whom his master
will make ruler over his household, to give thermitlportion of food in due season? 43 Blesselas t
servant whom his master will find so doing wherchmes. 44 Truly, | say to you that he will make
him ruler over all that he has. 45 But if thatveeit says in his heart, 'My master is delaying his
coming," and begins to beat the male and femalasts, and to eat and drink and be drunk, 46 the
master of that servant will come on a day whersheot looking for him, and at an hour when he is no
aware, and will cut him in two and appoint him pation with the unbelievers. 47 And that servant
who knew his master's will, and did not preparedalinor do according to his will, shall be beatathw
many stripes 48 But he who did not know, yet committed thidgserving of stripes, shall beaten
with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him mwdhbe required; and to whom much
has been committed, of him they will ask the more.



