The Bridge between the Now and Then: The Relatipnsétween This

Life and the Final Life

1. General biblical understanding about death.

1.1. Christiandeath is a continuation of life.

1.1.1. John 5:24: “Most assuredly, | say to you, he wharbdly wordand_believes in Hinwho sent

Me has everlasting life, and shall not come intigjment, but has passed from death into life.”
(This occurs at the moment of salvation).

1.1.2. 1 John5:12: He who has the Son has life; he whe dothave the Son of God does not have

life.

1.1.3. 1John 5:13:These things | have written to you whleele in the name of the Son of God, that

you may know that you have eternal life.

1.2. Christians needot fear death.

1.2.1.

1.2.2.

1.2.3.

1.2.4.

John 3:17-18For God did not send His Son into the world to @ndthe world, but that the
world through Him might be savetf.“He who believes in Him is not condemnéuiit he who
does not believe is condemned already, becausashedt believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God.

Romans 8:1: ereis therefore now no condemnatibmthose who are in Christ Jesus, who do
not walk according to the flesh, but accordingh® $pirit.

Hebrews 2:14-15: Inasmuch then as the children pautaken of flesh and blood, He Himself
likewise shared in the same, that through deatmkgét destroy him who had the power of
death, that is, the devil, 15 and release thosethitoaigh_fear of deativere all their lifetime
subject to bondage.

Satan never had full power over death.

1.2.4.1.The final authority of death is in the hands of @ad (Deut. 32:39; Matt. 10:28; Rev.
1:18).

1.2.4.2.Satan can do only that which is permitted by Gad (U:12; 2:6). But because Satan is
the author of sin (John 8:44), and sin brings d€atm. 6:23), in this sense Satan
exercises power in the realm of death. Jesus chaitech murderer (John 8:44).

1.2.4.3.Satan uses the fear of death as a terrible weapgaith control over the lives of people.
His kingdom is one of darkness and death (Col.)1\& who trust in Jesus Christ
have once and for all been delivered from Satamksaity and from the terrible fear of



death. The death, burial, and resurrection of €hase given us victory! (1 Cor.
15:55-58)"

1.3. Death providesmmediate entrance into the presence of Jesus. The Bible does not say much about
this intermediate state other than that Christaesn the presence of Jesus.

1.3.1.

1.3.2.

1.3.3.

1.3.4.

1.3.5.

1.3.6.

1.3.7.

Lukel6:23

John 12:26

Acts 7:59

Romans 8:38-39

2 Corinthians 5:8
Philippians 1:19-23

Revelation 7:9-17

2. mopddsioog (paradise is only used three times in the Newahasnt: Luke 23:43; 2
Corinthians 12:4; Revelation 2:7)

2.1. History of the word: In Greek it occurs first .for the parks of the Persian king and
nobility. Already by the 3rd cens.c. it can then be used generally for a “park.” In
Jewish Greek it is used especially for the gardeBaal in the creation story.

2.2.The Bible'sdescription of paradise.

2.2.1.

2.2.2.

2.2.3.

Paradise as it describes the Garden of Eden, Geae@ihe English word
translated “garden” in 2:8 is actually the Greekdvparadise).

Paradise as it describes the place of those nodraleaiting the final
resurrection: Luke 23:43;

Paradise describes the place where God is: 2 Qa@ang 12:4

3. All peoplewill encounter the judgment of Jesus.

3.1. Christian judgment: 2 Corinthians 5:9-19. (See tif@bians 3:12-15).

3.2. A judgment of all people, including Christians Riexen 20:11-15.
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