The New Heaven and the New Earth, part 1

1. Christians shouldrain their minds to focus on God’s final plan.

1.1. Colossians 3:1-4°If then you were raised with Chrigeekthose things which are above, where
Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 $etir mind on things above, not on things on théhe&r
For you died, and your life is hidden with ChristGod. 4 When Christ who is our life appears, then
you also will appear with Him in glory.”

1.1.1.(intéw: (seek) to attempt to learn something by carefubstigation or searching—'to try to
learn, to search, to try to find out, to seek infation.*

1.1.2. The implication is that naturally Christians nlat seek things above.

1.2.Hebrews 11:13-16"These all died in faith, not having received gremises, but having seen them
afar off were assured of them, embraced them anfiessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on
the earth. 14 For those who say such things deplanaly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if
they had called to mind that country from whichythad come out, they would have had opportunity to
return. 16 But now thegesire a better, that is, a heavenly countryTherefore God is not ashamed to
be called their God, for He has prepared a cityHem.”

1.2.1.“If you read history, you will find that the Chriahs who did most for the present world were
just those whahought most of the next” C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity, p. 118.

2. Whatyou do today matters forever

* Qur eternal destination is the
consequence of what vbelieve
on earth.

* Our eternal compensation is thg
consequence of how vixehave
on earth.

--Dr. Bruce Wilkinson
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2.1. What you believedetermines where you will spend eternity.

2.2.What you do (on earth) determines how you will spend yourretgr

2.2.1.Matthew 11:20-24; Luke 12:47seem to indicate there are degrees in hell.

2.2.2.Rewards seem tadicate differencesin how people experience heaven.

2.3.In Matthew 5:12 and Luke 6:23Jesus says how we handle persecution determieeketree of
reward.

2.4.In Matthew 16:27 Jesus says he will be rewarded according to hiksvo

2.5.In Luke 12:14 Jesus says people will be “repaid” at His return.

2.6.1 Corinthians 3:5-17gives great detail regarding the subject of Ciansteward.

3. Theconcept of purgatoryis not convincing.

3.1. Themeaning of the word

3.1.1. 1175-1225; (n.) ME purgatorie Mlamatorium, n. LL pargatorius, purging, equiv. to
purga(re)to purge + orius (a suffix occurring in loanwords from Latirsually derivatives from
agent nouns ending in -tor or directly from vertbsnoting a place or object appropriate for the
activity of the verb)nttp:/dictionary.reference.com/browse/purgatory

3.2.Thehistory of the teaching

3.2.1. The term “purgatory” denotes the place and prooégsirging from the stains of postbaptismal
sin and suffering its remaining temporal penalteegurring in the intermediate state between
death and resurrection . . . The idea of purga¢angrged from reflection on the immemorial
Christian custom of praying for the dead and paldidy of offering the Eucharist on behalf of
the dead, especially on anniversaries of theirrdeathis pious practice inevitably gave rise to
the question: If the dead are already either irveeand therefore no longer in need of prayers
or doomed to hell and so beyond the reach of psaydry do we pray for them? Prayers for the
dead gave rise to the idea, already present ildéatesh piety, that there must be some
intermediate but temporary state between heavenhatida state that eventually assumed the
name “purgatory?
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3.2.2. From the idea of praying for the dead came the @anabout postbaptismal sins: sins committed
after one’s baptism.

3.2.2.1.The practice of infant baptism only accentuatedctirecern over sin. Baptism, it was
believed, could provide pardon by God and cleanBmg sin but this held no value for
sins committed following baptism, which were manpsequent to infancy.

3.2.2.1.1.Even though baptism prepared one for heaven, ihdidemove the “all the
temporal consequences or stains of sin. . . . salt, penitent offenders
might be sure of heaven but not yet fit for it,ther cleansing and penalties
being needed before they could enter into the égkrof salvation. . . . With
the passing of the age of persecutions and witteiprospect of certain
salvation through martyrdom, it seemed obvious hast people died neither
so totally good that they were prepared for heanarso completely evil that
they deserved hefl.

3.2.2.1.2.As a result, the church developed a “temporary”’mse# paying for sins
penalty without eternal consequences.

3.2.3. The early church developed a biblical basis to suppe need for purging or, as it became
known, purgatory.

3.2.3.1.A biblical basis for purgatory was found in passaljjee 2 Macc. 12:39-45,
Matthew 12:31-37, and 1 Corinthians 3:11-15.

3.2.3.2. [The context is one of battle and those slain, glyuith secret sins; Judas
Maccabeus offer prayers and sacrifices on behdlHetlead so that they
might have a share in heaven]

2 Maccabeus. 12:39-45

Next day, when the troops of Judas went—as it vigts fime they did—to pick up
the corpses of the slain, in order to bring themméao lie with their kinsfolk in their
fathers’ sepulchreéthey discovered under the shirts of every one etsad men
amulets [an object worn, especially around the naska charm against evil or
injury] of the idols of Jamnia—a practice forbiddiwe Jews by law. All saw at once
that this was why they had perish&and, blessing the (dealings) of the Lord, the
just Judge who revealeth what is sec¥al] betook themselves to supplication,
beseeching that then committed might be wholly blotted out and the noble-
hearted Judas exhorted the people to keep thersdedve sin, after what they had
seen with their own eyes as the result of sin cdtechby those who had fallefiHe
then collected from them, man by man, the sum ofttwousand drachmas of silver,
which he forwarded to Jerusaldar a sin-offering. In this he acted quite rightly and
properly,*bearing in mind the resurrectiorfer if he had not expected the fallen
to rise again,*%it would have been superfluous and silly to pray fothe dead—
and having regard to the splendour of the graciouseward which is reserved for
those who have fallen asleep in godliness—a holydapious consideration
Hence he made propitiation for the dead, that thight be released from their $in.

3.2.3.3. Clement of Alexandria (ca. 150—ca. 215; was a @hrnidheologian and the head of the
noted Catechetical School of Alexandria). . , Aumes(354—430; A Latin church father,
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is one of the most important figures in the develept of Western Christianity) and
Gregory the Great (590-604 was pope from 3 Septef8ieuntil his death), [helped
develop] the doctrine of purgatoty.

3.3.Greqg’s assessment of the primary differencesetween Catholicism and Protestant regarding
purgatory.

3.3.1. Purgatory holds that justification by faith is ififstient for completeness with God.
Protestantism contests that justification is fglifficient for salvation.

3.3.2. Purgatory holds that sanctification, most casegjires more than someone’s physical life to
complete. Protestantism limits sanctification tis fife only.

3.3.3. Purgatory places humans works as essential foglokiolared righteous. Protestantism disallows
any form of works for a right relationship with Gd@eople are saved by grace alone.

3.3.4. Purgatory claims the Bible and extrabiblical reggisupport the doctrine of purgatory.
Protestantism finds no biblical or extrabiblicapport for the doctrine of purgatory.

3.3.5. Purgatory supports opportunities for change subem@do death. Protestantism claims “it is
appointed for men to die once, but after this tligment,” Hebrews 9:27.

3.3.6. Purgatory classifies Christians into two campsn&aand rank- and-file believers. Saints go
directly to heaven and rank-and-file believers ghssugh purgatory. Protestantism makes no
such distinction but instead classifies peopleith®esaved or unsaved.
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